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Abstract

We investigated the impact of the Read It Once Again curriculum on the early literacy skills of 147
preschoolers with disabilities and at risk for disabilities. We conducted a 2 X 2 X 2 repeated measures analysis
of covariance (ANCOVA) in order to determine if the experimental group showed improvement on the
outcome measures relative to the control group. Outcome measures included: (1) the PLS-4 Auditory
standard scores, (2) the PLS-4 Expressive Communication standard scores, (3) the Peabody Picture
Vocabulary Test (PPVT) raw scores, (4) progress monitoring on picture naming (Picture Naming IGDI), and
(5) progress monitoring on rhyming (Rhyming IGDI). There were no significant Group X Time effects,
indicating that children in the intervention group did not improve at greater rates than children in the
comparison group. There were no significant Group X Time effects, indicating that children in the intervention
group did not improve at greater rates than children in the comparison group. There were however,
significant effects for Group X Classroom Type X Time on the progress monitoring Picture Naming IGDI (F =
4.70(1,138), p <.05) and progress monitoring Rhyming IGDI (F =6.47 (1,138), p <.01) outcome measures. in
Children in the preschool disability classrooms who received the intervention showed significant
improvements relative to their preschool disability counterparts who did not receive the intervention. These
results suggest that RIOA may be most effective for preschool children who have disabilities.

Implications
e Findings indicate that the RIOA curriculum can promote positive early language and literacy
outcomes in young children with disabilities.
e Thisis significant to the field because of the limited number of currently available research-based
preschool curricula, particularly for children with disabilities
e Study validates the use of the IGDI measures to monitor progress over a relatively short period
e When selecting curricula for young children, “one size does not fit al

References
Assel, M.A., Landry, S.H.,, Swank, P.R., & Gunnewig, S. (2007). An evaluation of curriculum, setting, and

mentoring on the performance of children enrolled in pre-kindergarten. Reading and Writing, 20, 463-494.

Barrett, E., & Hammond, L. (2008). Early childhood education of children with specific language impairments.
Australian Journal of Learning Difficulties, 13, 145-160.

Berg, M., & Stegelman, T. (2003). The critical role of phonological and phonemic awareness in reading success:
A model for early literacy in rural skills. Rural Special Education Quarterly, 22(4), 47-54.

Correa, V. (2010). Enhancing abilities in reading and language in young children (EARLY-C). Columbia, South
Carolina: South Carolina Department of Education, Office of Exceptional Children.

DeBaryshe, B.D., & Gorecki, D.M. (2007). An experimental validation of a preschool emergent literacy
curriculum. Early Education and Development, 18(1), 93-110.

Diamond, K.E,, Gerde, H.K., & Powell, D.R. (2008). Development in early literacy skills during the pre-
kindergarten year in Head Start: Relations between growth in children’s writing and understanding of
letters. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 23, 467-478.

Dunn, L.M., & Dunn, D.M. (2007). Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test- Fourth Edition.

San Antonio, TX: The Psychological Corporation.

Early Childhood Research Institute on Measuring Growth and Development. (2000). Individual
growth and development indicators for preschool children: Picture naming/expressing meaning,
Rhyming/early literacy. Minneapolis, MN: Center for Early Education and Development, University of
Minnesota (available online at http://ggg.umn.edu).

Elias, G., Hay, I., Homel, R., & Freiberg, K. (2006). Enhancing parent-child book reading in a disadvantaged
community. Australian Journal of Early Childhood, 31, 20-25.



Fuchs, D., Fuchs, L.S., Thompson, A, Otaiba, S.A, Yen, L, Yang, N.J.,... O’Connor, R.E. (2001). Is reading
important in reading-readiness programs? A randomized field trial with teachers as program
implementers. Journal of Educational Psychology, 93(2), 251-267.

Hay, I., & Fielding-Barnsley, R. (2009). Competencies that underpin children’s transition into early literacy.
Australian Journal of Language and Literacy, 32(2), 148-162.

Honig, B. (1997). Reading the right way: What research and best practices say about eliminating failure among
beginning readers. School Administrator, 9, 6-15.

International Reading Association and the National Association for the Education of Young Children. (1998).
Learning to read and write: Developmentally appropriate practices for young children. Young Children, 53,
3-46.

Justice, L. M., & Ezell, H. K. (2001). Word and print awareness in 4-year-old children. Child Language Teaching
and Therapy, 17, 207-225.

Justice, L.M,, Invernizzi, M., Geller, K., Sullivan, AK., & Welsch, J. (2005). Descriptive-development performance
of at-risk preschoolers on early literacy tasks. Reading Psychology, 26, 1-25.

Justice, L.M,, Invernizzi, M.A., & Meier, J.D. (2002). Designing and implementing an early literacy screening
protocol: Suggestions for the speech-language pathologist. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in
Schools, 33, 84-101.

Justice, L. M., & Kaderavek, J. (2004). Embedded-explicit emergent literacy I: Background and description of
approach. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 35, 201-211.

Mandlebaum, L.H., Hodges, D., & Messenheimer, T. (2007). Get students to read it again. Intervention in School
and Clinic, 42(5), 295-299.

Mashburn, AJ., Justice, L.M., Downer, J.T., & Pianta, R.C. (2009). Peer effects on children’s language achievement
during pre-kindergarten. Child Development, 80(3), 686-702.

Missall, KN., McConnell, S.R., & Cadigan, K. (2006). Early literacy development: Skill growth and relations
between classroom variables for preschool children. Journal of Early Intervention, 29(1), 1-21.

Missall, K.N., Reschly, A., Betts, J., McConnell, S., Heistad, D., Pickart, M, ... Marston, D. (2007). Examination of the
predictive validity of preschool early literacy skills. School Psychology Review, 36(3), 433-452.

National Early Literacy Panel. (2009). Developing early literacy: Report of the National Early Literacy Panel.
Washington, DC: National Institute for Literacy.

Otaiba, S.A., Kosanovich-Grek, M.L., Torgensen, J.K,, Hassier, L., & Wahl, M. (2005). Reviewing core kindergarten
and first-grade reading programs in light of No Child Left Behind: An exploratory study. Reading and
Writing Quarterly, 21, 377-400.

Paul, R. (2007). Language disorders: From infancy through adolescence (3rd ed.). St Louis, MI: Mosby.

Preschool Curriculum Evaluation Research Consortium. (2008). Effects of preschool curriculum programs on
school readiness (NCER 2008-2009). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Research, Institute of
Educational Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

Roskos, K., & Vukelich, C. (2006). Early literacy policy and pedagogy. In D.K. Dickinson & S.B. Neuman (Eds.),
Handbook of early literacy research (pp. 295-310). NY: Guilford.

Scarborough, H.S. (2005). Developing relationships between language and reading: Reconciling a beautiful
hypothesis with some ugly facts. In HW. Catts & A.G. Kamhi. (Eds.), The connection between language and
reading disabilities (pp. 3-24). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Schaper, R. (2002). Read it once again. Inman, SC: Read It, LLC. www.readitonceagain.com

Torgesen, J.K. (1998). Catch them before they fall: Identification and assessment to prevent reading failure in
young children. American Educator, 22, 32-39.

Whitehurst, G.J.,, & Lonigan, C.J. (1998). Child development and emergent literacy. Child Development, 69(3),
848-872.

Whitehurst, G.J.,, & Lonigan, C.J. (2001). Emergent literacy: Development from prereaders to readers. In S.B.
Neuman & D.K. Dickinson (Eds.), Handbook of early literacy research (pp. 11-29). NY: The Guilford Press.

Zimmerman, I. L., Steiner, V. G., & Pond, R. E. (2002). Preschool language scales —Fourth Edition. San Antonio, TX:
The Psychological Corporation.

For more information: vcorrea@clemson.edu
For more information on RIOA: http://www.readitonceagain.com/



